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Optional Protocol {0 the Convention on the Rights of the Child

on the involvement of children in armed conflict

The States Partics to the present Protocol,

Eucouraged by the overwhelming support fn the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
demonstrating the widespread commitment that exists to strive for the promotion and protection
of the rights of the child,

Reaffirming that the rights of children require special protection, and calling for
continuous improvement of the situation of children without distinction, as well as for their
development and education in conditions of peacc and sccurity,

Disturbed by the hanmful and widespread impact of armed conflict on children and the
long-term conscquences this has for dirable peace, security and development,

Condenming the targeting of childien in situations of armed conflict and direct attacks on
objects protected under international Taw, including places generally having a significant
presence of children, such as schools and hospitals,

Noting the adoption of the Statute of the International Criminal Court and, in particular,
its inclusion as a war crime of conscripting or cnlisting children under the age of 15 years or
using them to participate actively in hostilitics in both intemational and non-international armed
conflicts,

Considering, therefore, that to strengthen further the implementation of rights recognized
in the Convention on the Rights of the Child there is a need to increase the protection of children
(rom involvement in armed conflict,

Noting that article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child specifics that, for the
purposes of that Convention, a child mecans cvery human being below the age of 18 years unless,
under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained carlicr,

Convinced that an optional protocol to the Convention raising the age of possible
recruitment of persons into armed forees and their parlicipation in hostilities will contribute
effectively to the implementation of the principle that the best interests of the child are to be a
primary consideration in all actions concerning children,

Noting that the twenty-sixth international Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
in December 1995 recommended, inter alia, that partics to conflict take every feasible step lo
cnsure that children under the age of 18 years do not take part in hostilities,

Welcoming the unanimous adoption, in Junc 1999, of International Labour Organization
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Convention No. 182 on the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst
Fonns of Child Labour, which prohibits, inter alia, foreed or compulsory recruitment of children
for use in armed conflict,

Condemning with the gravest concern the reernitment, training and use within and across
national borders of children in hostilitics by armed proups distinct from the armed forces of a
State, and recognizing the responsibility of those who recruit, train and use children in this
regard,

Recalling the obligation of each party to an armed conflict to abide by the provisions of
international humanitarian law, '

Stressing that this Protocol is without prejudice to the purposes and principles contained

in the Charter of the United Nations, including Article 51, and relevant norms of humanitarian
law,

Bearing in mind that conditions of peace and sccurily based on full respect of the
purposes and principles contained in the Charter and obscrvance of applicable human rights
instruments are indispensable for the full protection of children, in particular during drmed
conflicts and foreign occupation, "~ %

’

Recognizing the special nceds of those children who are particularly vulnerable to
recruitment or use in hostilities contrary to this Protoco! owing lo their economic or social status
or gender,

Mindful of the necessity of taking into consideration the cconomic, social and political
rool causes of the involvement of children in mmed conflicts,

Convinced of the nced to strengthen international cooperation in the implementation of

this Protocol, as well as the physical and psychosocial rehabilitation and social reinfcgration of
children who are victims of armed conflict,

Encouraging the participation of the community and, in particular, children and child
victims in the dissemination of informational and cducational programmes conceming the
implementation of the Protocol,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

States Parties shall take all feasible measures to cnsure that members of their armed
forces who have not attained the age of 18 years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

Article 2

States Partics shall ensure that petsons who have not attained the age of 18 years are not
compulsorily recruited into their anned forces.
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1. States Partics shall raisc the minimum age for the voluntary recruitment of persons into
their national armed forces from that sct out in article 38, paragraph 3, of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child,1 taking account of the principles contained in that article and tecognizing
that under the Convention persons inder 18 arc entitled to special protection.

2. Each Stalc Party shall deposit a binding dcclaration upon ratification of or accession to
this Protocol that scts forth the minimum age at which it will permit volintaty recniitment into
its national armed forces and a description of the safcguards that it has adopted to ensure that
such recruitment is not forced or cocrced.

3. Slates Partics that permit voluntary rccruitment into their national armed forces under
(he age of 18 shall maintain safeguards to ensure, as a minimum, that:

(a) Such recruitment is genuincly voluntary;

(b) Such recruitment is done with the informed consent of (he person's parents or legal
guardians;

. . *a '\ ,
(c) Such persons arc fully informed of the dutics involved in such military service;

(d) Such persons provide reliable proof of age prior to acceptance into national military
scrvice.

4. Each State Party may strengthen its declaration at any time by notification to that effect
addressed to the Sccretary-General of the United Nations, who shall inform all States Parties.
Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received by the Secretary-General.

5. The requirement to raise the age in paragraph 1 of the present article docs not apply to
schools operated by or under the control of the armed forces of the States Parties, in keeping with
articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Article 4

I Armed groups that are distine from the armed forces of a State should not, under any
circumslances, recruil or use in hostilitics persons under the age of 18 years.

2. States Partics shall take all feasible measures to prevent such recruitment and use,
including the adoption of legal measures necessary to prohibit and criminalize such practices.

3. The application of the present article under this P'rotocol shall not affect the legal status
ol any party to an armed conflict.

Article 5

Nothing in the present Protocol shall be construed as precluding provisions in the law of
a State Party or in international insttuments mwd international humanitarian law that are more
conducive to the realization of the rights of the child.



Article 6

1. Each State Party shall take alt nccessary legal, administrative and other measures (o
ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of the provisions of this Protocol within its
jurisdiction.

2. States Parties undertake to make the principles and provisions of the present Protocol
widely known and promoted by appropriate means, to adults and children alike.

3. States Parties shall take all fcasible measures lo ensure that persons within their
jurisdiction recruited or used in hostilitics contrary to this Protocol are demobilized or otherwise
released from service. States Parties shall, when nccessary, accord to these persons all
appropriate assistance for their physical and psychological recovery and their social
reintegration.

Article 7

1. States Parties shall cooperate in the implementation of the present Protocol, including
in the prevention of any activity contrary to the Protocol and in the rehabilitation and social
reintcgration of persons who are victims of acts contrary to this Protocol, including through
technical cooperation and financial assistance. Such assistance and cooperation will be
undertaken in consultation with concemed States Partics and relevant intemational organizations.

2. States Parties in a position to do so shall provide such assistance through existing
multilateral, bilateral or other programmes, or, inter alia, through a voluntary fund established in
accordance with the rules of the General Assembly. :

Article 8

1. Each State Party shall submit; within two ycars following the ‘entry into force of the
Protocol for that State Patty, a report to the Commitice on the Rights of the Child providing
comprehensive information on the measures it has taken to implement the provisions of the

Prolocol, including the measures taken fo implement the provisions on participation and
recruitment.

2. Following the submission of the comprehensive report, each State Party shall include
in the reports they submit to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, in accordance with article
44 of the Convention, any further information with respect to the implementation of the Protocol.
Other States Partics to the Protocol shall submit a report every five years.

3. The Committce on the Rights of the Child may request from States Partics further
information retevant to the implementation of this Protacol.

Article 9

1. The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that is a parly to the
Convention or has signed it.
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Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Sccretary-General of the
United Nations.

3. The Sccrctary-General, in his capacity as dcpositary of the Convention and the
Protocol, shall inform all Statcs Partics to the Convention and all States that have signed the
Convcn(lon of cach instrument of declaration pursuant o arficle 13.

Article 10

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force three months afler the deposit of the tenth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For cach State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after its entry into force,
the present Protocol shall enter into force onc month afler the date of the deposit of its own
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 11

1. Any Statc Party may denounce the present Protocol at any llmc by written notification
to the Sceretary-General of the United Nations, who shall thereafler’ inform the other States
Partics to the Convention and all States that have signed the Convenlion. The denunciation shall
take effect onc year after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General. If,
however, on the expiry of that ycar the denouncing State Party is engaged in armed conflict, the
denunciation shall not take effcct before the end of the armed conflict.

2. Such a demunciation shall not have the effect of releasing the State Party from its
obligations undcr the present Protocol in regard to any act that occurs prior to the date on which
the denunciation becomes cffective. Nor shall such a denunciation prejudice in any way the
continucd consideration of any matter that is alrcady under consideration by the Committee prior
to the datc on which (he denunciation becomes cffective.

Article 12

1. Any Stalc Party may propose an amendment and file it with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations. The Sceretary-General shall thereupon communicate the proposed
amendment to States Partics, with a request that they indicate whether they favour a conference
of States Partics for the purpose of considering and volting upon the proposals. In the event that,
within four months from the date of such communication, at lcast one third of the States Parties
favour such a conference, the Scerctary-Gieneral shall convene the conference under the auspices
of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of States Parties present and
voling al the confercnce shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

2. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present article shall
enter into force when it has been approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations and
accepled by a two-thirds majority of States Partics,

3. When an amendment enters into foree, it shall be binding on those States Parties that
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have accepted it, other States Partics still being bound by the provisions of the present Protocol
and any earlier amendments that they have accepted.

Article 13

1. The present Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations.

2. The Secrctary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies of the
present Protocol to all States Partics to the Convention and all States that have signed the
Convention.
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NGHI DINHTHUKNONG BAT BUC x Vi VIEC SUDUNG TRE E M
“TRONG XUNG BOT VU T RANG, HO SUNG CHO CONG UGC VE
QUYFN TRE EM!

(Optional protococal to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
Involvement of Children in Armed conflict)

Cic qudc gia thanh vién Nghi dinh thu nay,

Puige khuyén khich bai sy ing ho tuyét d6i d6i v6i Cong ube vé
quyén tré em thé hién sit cam k&t rong rii hién cé nhiim c6 ging xic tién
viéc thuc hién va bio vé quyén clia tré em,

Nhdn manh ring nhimg quyén cia (ré em ciin phai duge bao vé dic
biet va kéu goi phai cdi thién thudng xuyeén tinh trang cia tré em ma khong
c6 su phan biét, ciing nhir tao diéu ki¢n cho sy phét trién va gifo duc cia tré
em trong nhiing diéu ki¢n hod binh vi an ninh,

Lo Iing vé cdc (e dong 16n vi nguy hai clia xung dot vii trang d6i véi
tré em va nhimg hau qua 1au dii cha cic tdc dong nay d6i véi hoa binh, an
ninh va phat trién bén vimg.

Lén dn vie coi tré em 1 muc tiéu trong cdc tinh hu6ng xung dot vii
trang va tan cong tric Liép vao cdc myc (iGu duge biao vé theo phép luit
qudc €, bao gdm ca nhimg noi thuding ¢é nhiu tré em nhu trudng hoc va
bénh vién,

Ghi nhdn vice thong qua quy ¢h€ clia Tod dn hinh sy qudc t€ vi dic
biet 1a viec quy ch€ niy coi vice ép bude tré em dudi 15 tudi tham gia quan
d6i hoic budc (ré ecm  tham gia tich cyc vdo chi€n su ca trong cdc cudc
xung dot vii trang c6 tinh chll quéc € va ciic cugc xung dot vii trang khong
c6 tinh chat qudc (€ 1h mdt 1di pham chién tranh.

Vi vy, vét ring dé ting cudng hon nita viéc thuc hién céc quyén
dugc cong nhan trong Cong ude vé& quyén tré em, cin ddy manh hon nifa
viéc bao v¢ (ré cm khong phai tham gia viio xung dot vii-trang,

' Do bai HOi ddng 1Lién hgp quac thong qua ngdy 25-5-2000 theo Nghi quyCt A-RES-54-263.



Ghi nhén rdng DPiéu 1 clia Cong ude vé quyén tré em quy dinh ring,
vi nhiing muc dich ciia Cong udc, tré em [i ngudi dudi 18 tudi, trir trudng
hop luat 4p dung véi tré em dé quy dinh (udi thinh nién sdm hon,

Tin tudng rang mot nghi dinh thu khong bit budc kém theo Cong udc
ndy, bdng viéc quy dinh ning (i clia ngudi cé thé duge tuyén vio luc
lugng vii trang va tham gia chién su, s€ déng gép cd hiéu qua vio viéc thuc
hién nguyén tic quy dinh riing cdc quyén lyi t6t nhit cia (ré em phai dugc
xem xét ddu tién trong tit cd nhitng hoat dong lién quan dén tré em,

Ghi nhdn rang Hoi nghi qudc &€ 1dn thit 26 ciia Hoi chit Thip do va
Tring 1udi liém do vdo thing 12 niim 1995 dd khuy€n nghi riing céc bén
tham chién phai thuc hién moi bién phip kha thi dé bio dim bao ring tré
em dudi 18 tudi khong tham gia chién su, ngodi cdc khuyén nghi khic,

Hoan nghénh su nhat tri thong qua Cong udc cha td chitc Lao dong
qudc t& (ILO) s6 182 vé viéc cim vi hanh dong ngay 1ap tiic dé xod bd céc
hinh thitc lao dong tré em 18i t& nhat vio thing 7 niim 1999. Cong uéc ndy
cfim viéc tuyén dung bt buge tré em dé sit dung trong xung dét v trang,
ngodi cdc quy dinh khéc,

Lén an véi mot syt lo ngai siu siic nhat viée tuy€n dung, ddo tao v sit
dung tré em trong v qua bién gigi qudc gia vio chién su ciia nhilmg nhém
vil trang khong phai Ia cdc luc lugng vii trang clia mét quéc gia va nhén
thdc S v€ trach nhiém ciia nhitng ngudi tuyén mo, dio tao va sir dung tré
em viio muc dich ndy,

Nhdc lai nghia vu clia cic bén tham gia xung dot vii trang phai thi
hanh ddng nhitng quy dinh ctia ludt nhan dao quéc (€,

Nhdn manh rdang Nghj dinh thu niy khéng 1am phuong hai dén nhiing
muc dich va nguyén tic dugc ghi trong Hién chuong Lién hop quéc, ké ca
Di€u 51 va nhiing quy tic chuin muc cé lién quan ciia luat nhan dao,

Ghi nhé rdng cfic di€u kién hod binh va an ninh dua trén su t6n trong
hoan toin d6i v6i nhitng muc dich v nguyén tic duge ghi trong Hién
chuong Lién hop quéc vi sy tudin thit cde van kién quéc t& vé quyén con
ngudi c6 thé dp dung duoc 1A khong thé thidu dirge d6i véi su bio ve ddy di
cho tré em, dic biét trong cdc cudc xung dot vii trang va chiém déng cha
nudc ngoai,



i

Céng nh¢n nhitng nhu cdu dic biel cia cfic tré em dic biet d& 6 kha
ndng bi tuyén mo hoc sir dung trong chién su trdi v4i Nghj dmh thut hii}’f do
vi th€ kinh t6-xa hoi hoiic gidi, - o

Ciing hae y sy cin thi¢t xem xél cic nguyén nhan siu xa v€ kinh (€,
xa@ hoi va chinh trl clia vige sir dung (ré em vao nhitng cudc xung dot vi
trang, B

Tin tidng vao sy cin thiet phai ting cudng hop téc qudc t€ trong viec
thyc hién Nghi dinh thr ndly, ciing nhu s phuc héi tam 1y xa hoi, thé chat
va tai hod nhap xa hoi ciia céic tr¢ cm 13 nan nhan cia xung dot vii trang,

Khuyén khich sy tham gia ciia cOng ddng va dic biét 1A cla nhiing tré
em va cic nan nhan 12 tré em vdo viec phd bign nhiing thong tin va cic
chuong trinh gido duc lien quan dén vi¢e thye hién Nghj dinh thu ray,

b thod thuan nhu sau
biéu 1

Céc qudc gia thanh vién phai thue hien tat ci cdc bién phép kha thi dé
bio ddm riing nhitg thanh vién cic Iwe huong vii trang cha ho chira dén 18
tudi khong tham gia trrc ti€p vio chien S, SR

Biéu 2

Céc qudc gia thanh vien phai dim bio ring nhing ngudi thita dén 18
tudi khong bt bugc bi tuyén mo vio cfc luc lugng vil trarig clia cic quéc
gia dé. |

Bicu 3

I Céc qudc gia thanh vien phai ning tui t6i thidu vé tuyén ngudi tu
nguyén vac cdc luc lirgng vii trang qudc gia tir mic tudi quy dinh tai khoan
3 clia Di€u 38 cia Cong udc vé quyén tré em, cé lvu ¢ dén nliting nguyén
tic quy dinh (ai biéu nity vi cong nhin ring theo Cong u6c vé quyéh tré em
thi nhitng ngudi dudi 18 tudi déu duge bio vé dic biet.

2. M6i quéc gia thanh vien phai giri mot tuyén b6 cé tinh tahg buoc
khi phe chudn hodic gia nhap Nghi dinh tiu nay, trong d6 néu mic tusi t6i
thi€u dugc phép tuyén e nguyén vio cic lye lugng vii trang quéc gia va céc



bi¢n phdp bio veé ma qudc gia ndy it dp dung dé bio dam ring su tuyén mo
nay 1A khong phii 1a ép budc. :

3. Céc quéc gia thanh vien cho phép tuyén tu nguyen vio nhing luc
lugng v trang quéc gin nhitng ngudsi dudi 18 (udi phai duy I cdc bien phép
bio vé dé it nh4t dam bao ring:

(a) Su tuyén mo nhur vay 13 that sur (r nguyén;

(b) Su tuyén mé nhur vay duge thue hien véi su ddng § clia cha me
hodc ngusi gidm ho phdp 1y ctia ngudi duoe tuy€n mo; '

(c) Nhiing ngudi nay dugc théng bio diy di vé cdc nhiém vu lién
quan dén viéc phuc vu trong quin déi;

, (d) Nhimg nguwi ny cung cip chiimg cif dding tin cay vé do tuéi truéc
khi duge nhan vio phuc vu trong quan doi quoc gia.

4. Mbi quéc gia thanh vien cé (he cling ¢6 thém tuyén bé ciia minh
bit ky lic nio bing thong bdo vé viin dé nay choi Téng Thu ky Lien hop
quc. T8ng Thu k¢ Lien hop quéc s€ phii (héng bdo cho (41 ca cdc quéc gia
thanh vien. Sy thong béo ndy s€ c6 hiéu lre vio ngay Tong Thu kg Liéri hop
quéc nhin duoc thong bio.

5. Yeéu ciu nang tuéi (i thiéu trong khoan [ clia Didu nay khéng 4p
dung cho nhiing trudng hoc do cic tue lwgng vii trang ciia nhitng quéc gia
thanh vien diéu hanh hay quan 19, theo ¢ic Didu 28 vi 29 cia Cong uéc vé
quyén Tré em.

Diéu 4

I. Trong bit ky hoin canh ndo, cdc nhém vii trang khéng phﬁi 1a
nhitng lyc lugng vii trang clia mét qubc gin khong dugc tuyén in6 hoic sir
dung trong chién sy nhitng ngudi dudi 18 1udi.

2. Cdc quéc gia thanh vien phai thie hién (4 ca cdc bién phdp kha thi
dé€ ngin ngira su tuyén mé va sir dung tré em nhu vay, bao g6m ca viec dp
dung nhiing bign phap phdp Iy cin thict dé ciim v hinh su hod cdc hhn.&
dong nhu vay. : <
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3. Vigc dp dung di€u ndy ciia Nghj dinh thu khong dugc anh hudng
dén quy ché€ phip I ctia bét cit ben ndo trong mot cude xung dot vl trang.

biéu §

Khong cé quy dinh nio trong Nghi dinh thu niy dugc hiéu 13 loai triy
cdc quy dinh frong lugt phép cia mot qudc gia thinh vien hoic trong nhiing
vin kién quéc (€ va luit nhan dao quéc t€ cé Igi hon cho viét thuc: hién

quyén tré cin. o
Diéu 6 . : Lo

I. M&i qusc gia (hanh vién phdi thyc hién t4t cd cc bien phdp phép
19, hanh chinh vit nhimg bi¢n phdp cn thiét khic dé bao dam sur thuc hien
v thi hanh c6 higu qiia nhig quy dinh cita Nghj dinh thu ndy trohg khuon
kh8 quyén tai phén ciia quéc gia dé. ‘

2. Cic qudc gia thanh vién cam két phé bién réng rdi va nang cao su
hiéu biét cho ci ngudi 16n vA (ré em vé nhitng nguyén tac vd quy dinh cia
Nghi dinh thu nay bing cdc bien phdp phit hop.

3. Cic qudc gia thinh vien phii thuc hién (At ca nhimg bién phdp kha
thi d€ dam bao ring nhiing ngudi thude quyén i phéin cha cdc quéc gia d6
duge tuyén mo hoiic sir dung trong chi¢n sy trdi véi Nghi dinh thu niy phai
dugc gidi ngi hodic duge mién phuc vy. Khi cin thiét, cdc quéc gia thanh
vién ciin danh cho nhitng ngudi ndy 14t ca sy hd trg thich hgp dé phuc héi
thé lyc, tam Iy va tai hod nhap xi hoi. ' -

Picu 7

I. Cdc qudc gia thinh vien phai hop téc trong viéc thicc hien Nighi
dinh thu nay, k& ca vice ngin chan bat ky hanh dong ndo trii véi Nghi dinh
thu, va trong viéc phuc hdi vi tdi hod nhap xd hoi nhiing ngudi i nan nhan
clia cdic hanh déng trdi véi Nghi dinh thu nay, k€ ci thong qua hop téc ky
thuat va hd trg tai chinh. Sy hé trg vi hop téc nhu vy s& dugce ti€n hanh v6i
sy tham khio ¥ kién ciia cdc quéic gia (hinh vien vacdc t6 chitc quéc 6 c6
lién quan. :

2. Nhimg qudc gia thanh vién ¢6 diéu kien Bm nhu vay phii hé trg
qua cic chuong trinh da phuong, song phuong hién c6 hoic cc chuong



tinh khde, hoiic qua mot qu§ tr nguyén dirge thanh 14p theo ding cic quy
tic clia Dai hoi d6ng Lien hgp qudc.

Piéu 8

1. M&i qubc gia thanh vien phai giri mot bdo cdo dén Uy ban quyén
tré em, sau hai nim k& tir khi Nghi dinh thur ndty ¢6 hiéu luc d6i véi qudc gia
thanh vién d6, dé cung cip nhimg théng tin toan dién vé cic bién phép ma
quéc gia dé da 1i¢n hanh nhim thuc hién nhimg quy dinh ctia Nghi dinh thu
nity, ké ca cdc bien phép da tién hanh vé nhiing quy dinh vé sy tham gia va
tuy€n mo vio lyc lugng vii trang. '

2. Sau khi m6t bio cdo toan dien dé, mbi quéce gia thinh vién phai 6
trong nhiing bso cdo md cdc qudc gia nity giri cho Uy ban vé quyén tré em
theo Diéu 44 ciia Cong udc bt ki nhimg thong tin ndo thém lién quan dén
viéc thue hién Nghi dinh thu. Cic_qudc_gin thinh vién khdc ctia Nghi dinh
thu phai glri mot bao cdo 05 nam_ mot 14n.

3. Uy ban vé& quyén tré em c6 thé dé nghi céc qubc gia thanh vién
cung cip thém nhitng thong tin lién quan dén viée thuc hién Nghi dinh thu
nay.

bicu 9

(. Nghi dinh thu ndy duge ma kg cho bat ky quéc gia ndo di 13 thanh
vién hoic da ky Cong udc vé€ quyén tré cm. '

2. Nghi dinh thu ndy phai duge phe chudn hosic gin nhip bai bat ky
qubc gia ndo. Cédc vin kién pheé chudn hoiic gia nhip phii duge gl luu
chiéu t6i Téng Thur ky Lién hop qudc.

3. Véi tu cdch 1a ngudi luu chiéu Cong ude va Nghi dinh thu, Téng
Thu ky Lién hop quéc phai thong bdo cho (4t cd céc qudc gia thanh vién
clia Cong uéc va nhiing quéc gia dii ky Cong udc v&€ mdi viin kién tuyén b6
theo Diéu 13. ‘

Piéu 10

1. Nghi dinh thar mly bit dfiu ¢6 hiéu luc sau 3 théng, ké tir ngdy van
kién phe chudn hoic gia nhap thi 10 duge giri luu chiéu.
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2. DGi véi mbi qubc gia pht chufin hoje gia nhap Nghi dinh thu niy
sau khi Nghi dinh thu c6 hicu luc, Nghi dinh thu ndy bt ddu cé hiéu lyc
sau mot théng ké tir ngdy vin ki¢n phe chuéin hodc gia nhap clia quéc gia d6
duge giri luu chiéu.

Ppidu 11

|. Bat ky quéc gia thinh vien nao déu c6 thé rdt khoi Nghi dinh thu
ndy vio bit k¥ {tic ndo biing cédch gifi thong béo bing vin ban cho Téng
Thu k¢ Lién hgp qudc. Sau d6. Téng Thu ky Lién hop qudc s& théng bdo
cho cc qudc gia thanh vien ciin Cong wdc vA tit cd nhiing quéc gia di ky
Cong udc. Viéc it khoi Nghi dinh thu ndy s& c6 hieu luc sau mot nim ké
tir khi Téng Thu ky Lién hop qudc nhan duge thong bo. Tuy nhién, khi hét
thoi han mot nam dé ma qudc gin (hanh vien xin rdt khoi Nghi dinh thu
dang tham gia xung dol vii trang thi vi¢e it khai Nghi dinh thu s€ khérig c6
hiéu lyc trude khi cudc xung dot vii trang két thic.

2. Viec rit khoi Nghi dinh thir s khong c6 hiéu lyc lam mit di
nhitng nghia vy theo quy dinh ciia Nghi dinh thu nly cia Qufc gia thanh
vien xin rdt khoi Nghi dinh thir d6i vdi bat k§ mot hanh dong ndo dién ra
truée ngy viee rit khoi Nghi dinh thu ¢6 hi¢u lye. Viec it khoi Nghi dinh
thu niy nhu vy cling s€ khong lam phuong hai, dit bing bat ky cdch nao,
su xem xét 1i¢p tuc vé bt ky vAn dé nio ma Uy ban vé quyén tré em dang
xem xét trude ngdy cb higu hye clia vice rit khoi Nghi dinh thu.

Piéu 12

1. Bat ky qudc gia thinh vién nho déu c6 thé dé xudt mot sira déi va
giri dé xuft ny cho Téng Thu ky Lién hop quéc. Sau dé, Téng Thu ky s&
thong bdo cic dé xut sita ddi d6 cho cic qulc gia thanh vién, déng thoi dé
nghi cho bicl ¢6 tén thanh hay khong vi¢c (& chiic mot hoi nghi gitta nhing
qudc gia thanh vién 4¢ xem xét vi bicu quyct vé cdc dé xuit d6. N&u trong
vong 4 thing ké tir ngdy (héng bfo, cé it nh#it mot phin ba céc qudc gia
thanh vién tdn thinh mot hoi nghi nhtr vy thi Téng Thu ky s€ trieu tap mot
hoi nghi dudi su bio trg ciia Lién hgp qudc. Bit ky sia d6i ndo dugc chdp
nhan bdi da s0 céc qudc gia thanh vién c6é mit va biéu quyét tai hoi nghi
phai dugc dé trinh d& Dai Hoi dong chifp thudn. '

2. MOt sira ddi b sung duge thong qua theo khoan 1 cta Diéu nay s€
c6 hieu lyc khi duge Pai Hoi déng Licn hop qudc thong qua va dugc da s6
hai phin ba cdc quic gia thinh vién chap thudn.




3. Khi mot sira d6i ¢é higu hye, sira ddi d6 s& ring buge cc qubc gia
thanh vien d& chp thun sita d8i, con cdc qudc gia thanh vien khdc van bi
ring budc bai nkitmg quy dinh ciia Nghi dinh th ndy va bat ky sird i bé
sung nio trudc dé ma cdc qubc gia dé da chilp thuan.

biéu 13

{. Nghi dinh thu ndy duge 1am biing tiéng A-rdp, ti€ng Trung, tleng
Anh, tiéng Phdp, ti€éng Nga va tiéng Tay Ban Nha, cdc viin bin déu cb gi4
tri nhu nhau vi dugc fuu chiéu tai Lién hop quéc.

2. Téng Thu ky Lién hgp qudc phaii giri cic ban sao duge x4c thuc
clia Nghi dinh thu ndy téi til ci cic quoc gia thanh vién clia Cong ude va
nhiing qudc gia da ky Cong udc.
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UNITED NATIONS (&P} NATIONS UNIES

CAPLE ADOMESS=—ADAKSEE TECEGRAPHIOUER: UNATIONS NEWYORK

Reference: C.N.1508.2001 TREATIES-32 (Depositary Notification)

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN IN ARMED CONFLICT

NEW YORK, 25 MAY 2000

VIET NAM: RATIFICATION

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 20 December 2001, with:

Declaration (Original: English)

“To defend the Homeland is the sacred duty and right of all citizens. Citizens have the
obligation to fulfil military service and participate in building the all-people national defense.

Under the law of the Socialist Republic of Vietnara, only male citizéns at the age of 18 and
over shall be recruited in the military service. Thosc who are under the age of 18 shall not be directly
involved in military battles unless there is an urgent need for safeguarding national independence,
sovercignty, unity and territorial integrity.

Male citizens up to the age of 17 who wish to make a long-term service in the army may be
admitted to military schools. Voluntary recruitment to military schools shall be ensured by measures
which, inter alia, include:

- The Law on Military Duty and other regulations on the recruitment to military schools are
widcly disseminated through mass media;

- Those who wish to srudy at a military school shall, on the voluntary basis, file their
application, participatc in and pass competitive examinations; they shall submit their birth certificates
provided by the local authoriry, their education records, secandary education diploma; they shall also
undergo health check in order to ensurc that they are physically qualified to study and serve the
military.”

The Protocol will enter jnto force for Viet Nam on 12 February 2002,

17 January 2002

Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of inlernational organizations
concerned. —



)l

TUYEN BO CUA CONG HOA XA HOI CHU NGHIA VIET NAM
Kem theo Quyét dinh phé chuin Nghi dinh thu khong bat buoc
vé viéc str dung tré em trong xung dot vii trang,
b6 sung cho Cong udc vé Quyén tré em.

Bdo vé T quéc la nghia vu thiéng liéng va quyén cao quy ctia cong
dan. Cong ddn ¢6 bon phdn lam nghia vu qudn suw va tham gia xdy dung
quéc phong toan dan.

Nudc Céng hoa xd hoi chit nghia Vigt Nam quy dinh chi tuyén cong
ddn nam gioi tir dil tudi 18 vao quén doi, ngudi chua di tudi 18 khong tham
gia truc tiép vao chién su, trir trzmng hop dé’ bdo vé doc lap. chil quyén,
théng nhdt va toan ven ldnh thé quéc gia.

Truong hop cong dan nam giéi dén 17 tudi, néu cé nguyén vong phuc
vu ldu dai trong qudn doi ¢6 thé dugc nhdn vao hoc ¢ cdc truong qudn su.
Bién phdp bao ddm suw tu nguyén khi tuyén vao hoc cdc truong qudn su bao
gom:

(=

- Ludr nghia vu qudn su va cdc quy dinh vé tuyén sinh vao hoc cdc
truong qudén s duge phé bién réng rdi trén cdc phuong tién thong tin dai
chung:

- Nguoi co nguyen vong vao hoc truong qudn su thi tie nouyén ngp don
xin thi, phai qua thi tuyén va dat diém quy dinh; phdi nop g gidy khai sinh cé
xdc nhén ctia chinh quyén dia phuong, nop hoc ba, bang tét nghiép van
hod; phdi qua khdm tuyén nham ddm bdo du sirc khoé dé nhdp hoc va phic
vu qudn doi.
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